In this major contribution to the power debate, Clarissa Rile Hayward challenges the prevailing view which treats power as something powerful people have and use. Rather than seeing it as having a "face," she considers power as a complex network of social boundaries -norms, identities, institutions -which define both the field of action and the individual's freedom within it, for the "powerful" and "powerless" alike. Hayward suggests that the critical analysis of power relations should focus on the ways in which these relationships affect people's capacities to help shape the institutions and practices that govern their lives. Using a detailed comparative analysis of the relationships within two ethnically diverse educational settings -one in a low-income, predominantly AfricanAmerican, urban school, the other in an affluent, predominantly white, suburban school -this book develops a compelling account of the concept of power in terms of networks of practices and relations.
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As the twenty-first century begins, major new political challenges have arisen at the same time as some of the most enduring dilemmas of political association remain unresolved. The collapse of communism and the end of the Cold War reflect a victory for democratic and liberal values, yet in many of the western countries that nurtured those values there are severe problems of urban decay, class and racial conflict, and failing political legitimacy. Enduring global injustice and inequality seem compounded by environmental problems, disease, the oppression of women, racial, ethnic and religious minorities, and the relentless growth of the world's population. In such circumstances, the need for creative thinking about the fundamentals of human political association is manifest. This new series in contemporary political theory is needed to foster such systematic normative reflection.
The series proceeds in the belief that the time is ripe for a reassertion of the importance of problem-driven political theory. It is concerned, that is, with works that are motivated by the impulse to understand, think critically about, and address the problems in the world, rather than issues that are thrown up primarily in academic debate. Books in the series may be interdisciplinary in character, ranging over issues conventionally dealt with in philosophy, law, history and the human sciences. The range of materials and the methods of proceeding should be dictated by the problem at hand, not the conventional debates or disciplinary divisions of academia.
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Ian Shapiro and Casiano Hacker-Cordón (eds.) Democracy's Value I am indebted to many friends and colleagues whose comments, suggestions, and questions helped shape this book. I would like to thank, in particular, Ian Shapiro, for his invaluable advice and support through every phase of the project. Shapiro, Cathy Cohen, and Rogers Smith read and commented extensively on multiple drafts. The final product has been immeasurably improved as a result of their insights and guidance.
I benefited, as well, from constructive comments and suggestions on all or parts of the manuscript from Joshua Gamson, Bill Liddle, Kevin O'Brien, Karen Rile, Jim Scott, and three anonymous reviewers. Earlier versions of the arguments in chapters  and  were presented in seminars in the political science departments at the Ohio State University, Stanford University, and Yale University, and at the  Midwest Political Science Association meeting. I gratefully acknowledge the helpful comments of participants in these seminars. Thanks also to Doug Rae, who offered much needed advice and encouragement early on.
I owe a special debt to the teachers, students, and staff members at the schools that, in these pages, I call the North End Community School and Fair View Elementary. They generously invited me into their classrooms and shared with me their time, thoughts, and experiences. Although they might disagree with aspects of the ethnographic accounts in chapters , , and , the arguments presented there owe much to their reflections and wisdom.
I am grateful, as well, for financial assistance from the Ohio State University and Yale University, which helped support research for this project. I would like to express my gratitude for the research assistance provided by Amy Ertel, Heather Mann, and Charles Smith. Thanks are due, as well, to John Haslam of Cambridge University Press for his interest and support, and to Carol Fellingham Webb for her excellent copyediting.
Finally, I want to thank my husband, Adam, whose role in this project went well beyond that of the "supportive spouse" typically mentioned near the end of acknowledgment sections. He was the first to read and to comment on almost every part of the book. It has benefited tremendously both from his literary insights and from his practical understandings, based on his own experience teaching in urban public schools.
Parts of the arguments in chapters  and  first appeared, in different form, as "De-Facing Power," in Polity, volume , number  (fall ) (chapter ), and "'The Environment': Power, Pedagogy, and American Urban Schooling," in The Urban Review, volume , number  (December ) (chapter ). Thanks to the publishers of both journals for permission to reprint this material.
